DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

worries to which the marriages of her two elder
daughters, though sanctioned and arranged by the
Prince Consort, had given rise. Prussia, Bismarck's
Prussia, was the cause of serious discords in domestic
harmony, for the Danish war had caused much un-
pleasantness between Vicky and her brother, and
subsequently Prussia, of which Vicky would one day
be Queen, had made war on Hesse, of which Alice
would be Grand Duchess. Such schisms were in-
evitably painful, but it is strange to find that the
long visits of the Queen's two daughters from Germany
had become so distasteful to her. They upset her :
she disliked their foreign ways. Once she had
bitterly complained that Prussia " monopolized " the
Grown Princess and that she saw nothing of her ;
as-for Princess Louis, there was a time when she
felt; herself stinted and defrauded if she was with
her for only five months in the year.

But times were changed, and such were her senti-
ments now. She had made up her mind, in the
capacity both of Queen and mother, that it was far
wiser, for national as well as domestic considerations,
that Princess Louise should marry this very hand-
some, able and artistic young man. She had talked
the matter over with his father, and next autumn
Lord Lome was asked to stay at Balmoral, even as
Prince Frederick of Prussia had been bidden there
for a similar purpose in 1855. The procedure of the
betrothal was on much the same lines. The Queen
drove out in one direction with Princess Beatrice to
taste a chalybeate spring and be shown by John
Brown the inn where he had once been a servant,

153                              L